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The 1931 PIONEER is gratefully dedicated to the people
whose generosity has assisted in the successful completion of the
new Upsilon Chapter Home in Westwood,
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Come Men and Gather. .. Let Our Cares Lie!

LI romance of the University of Californin

at Los Angeles is the romance of youth.

rich with present beauty and futm:c pro-
mise. In its vew home this youngest university
of the southland., and oldest university of the
west, stands upon the last of the ranchos. where
the hrightest traditions of Spanish California were
nurttired. and the mellow charm of the old days
was longest preserved.

The 4400 acres of grazing land, rimmed 'round
with oak-strewn hills to the North and East, roll-
ing away in gentle undulations toward the West
and South with vast fields of wild oats rippling
wave-like, were granted to Pon Maximo Alaunis
by Mexican Governor Micheltorena, back in the
spring of 1843, They called it Rancho San Jose
de Buenos Avves. ere, naseent Westwood lies
today.

The University of California at Los An.
weles owes its existence in a stricter seuse to the
extablishment of the Los Angeles State Normal
School in 1881 One of the most prominent land-
marks of early Los Angeles was the building of
the school which stood on the site pow occupied
by the Los Angeles Public Libravy, Thirty years
later it brcame neeessary to move the Normal
Schoot 10 & new site for a busy metropolis had
grown up about the huilding. A Hollywood ranch
on Vermont Avewnue was chosen as the new site.
Vermont Avenne was nothing more than a wagon
track at that time.

Dr. Jesse F. Millspaugh made the proposal
that the school grant the degree of Bachelor of
Fducation, but it vemained for his successor. Dy,
Tornest Cuarrall Moore. to cavry out his plans.
Theough the cfforts of Dr. Moore the Normal
School beeame a hranch of the University of Cali-
fornia. Tt was on July 19, 19149, that the Governor
signed the bill handing over the grounds, huild-
ings, and goodwill of the Los Angeles State Nor-
mal School to the Repents of the University of
California. Thus it was that the University of
California at Los Aungeles came into being on
that date,

. -

In February, 1922, the Regents voted “that
the teachers courses be hereafter styled the Teach-
ers College of the University of Californiu” with
a four-vear course leading to an appropriate bache-
lor's degree.

Inn 1923 a third and fourth vear i the Collepe
of Letters and Science were added. The Regents
thus created two colleges with [our-yvar courses,
which have Leen functioning ever since. The
growth of these two institutions since 1919, in
nwthbers and standing, has been phenominal,

The tinme eume, however, when the Regents
realized that U ¢, L. A's, Vermont campus was
not large enough to meet the demand. Expansion
was inevitable. 1n the spring of 1923 a group of
citizens of the State of California, headed by Re-
gent Hdward Dickson, journeyed to the \Wolf-
skill Ranch, ten miles west of Los Angeles, and
standing knes deep i waving fickls of wild grain,
hroken in the foregromnd by oaks, and framed in
the distance by the Figh Sierras, reselved to ob-
tain il possible a new campus for the University
of California at Los Angeles among these hills,

On March 17, 1925, the Regents of the Uni-
versity voted (o accept 384 acres of this land in
the city of Los Angeles, west of Beverly Hills
as a new campus Jor the University of California
at Los Angeles. In o bond issue authorized the
following November, $3.000.000 was allocated to
buildings, on this new site, On September 2, 1927,
Divector Moore turned the Grst shovel full of carth
that broke ground for the creation of the new
site for the institution.

In September. 1929, classes opened for in-
struction on the new campus with four buildings
completed. They were Royee Hall, Library, Phy-
sics-Biology Building, and the Chemistry Building.
At the present time there are three more huildings,
the Mechanic Arts, Education Building and Kerck-
hoff Hall, Kerckhoff Hail, a student union, is in-
dubitably the finest structure of its kind in the
country.

When Westwood was chosen after much carea
ful deliberation from among the many sites offered,
it was evident that Fate had lept this vast tract
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unoccupicd for nearly fifty vears, in spite of the at-
tempted encroachment of progress, for Rancho San
Jose de Buenos Ayres offered a perfect setting
upon which 1o create in great tnimpeded glory the
physical design of the University, Perhaps it was
merely coineidental that such landscape was typi-
cally characteristic of the provinces of Lombardy
and of Northern Italy. As the site of the Univer-
sity at Westwood is truly representative of the
ideals and aspirations for which the people of
California have struggled, so are the buildings on
this site representative. The ideals of centuries,
rather than of decades, have determined the form
and design of the Westwood structures,

That the traditional early Californian and
Spanish Colonial style of architecture would be
adopted for the general design of construction
might be the primitive supposition, but it was
deemed more representative of the aesthetic ele-
nwent involved to search out a heritage of greater

power from the past. A dignified, vet colorful,
styvle was taken as the kevnote of construction—
that of Northern Italy, The buildings already com-
pleted are proof in themselves of the facility with
which the style lends itself to heauty eof texture
and color in brick and terra-cotta work, colorful
tile roofs, and richness of ornamental detail in
entrances and window motifs, in lofty towers and
domes,

Nestled in the rolling hills in a distinctly
University community midway between the city
and the sea, the Westwood Hills campus of the

University is ideally situated. From un architect-
ural standpoint, U. €, L. A. has been declared by
observers to be as nearly perfect as possibie. The

384 acre tract that was farmland a I'c‘\\' veuars
ago, today is the location of stately Dduildings; the
site that formerly consisted of barley ficlds now

is beautifully landscaped with hundreds of trees .

and shrubs already planted.

At the present time nearly £7.000,000 has heen
expended in developing the Westwood Hills cam-

pus, Developments which will be made in the
immediate future include gymnasiuvms for men angd
woemen, anl a permanent parking avea for auto-
mobites. Within a few yvears, the entire campus
will be completely landscaped, with grass planted
over almost the entire urea and with a sunken
garden on the ecast side of the campus, Qther
bhuildings will be erected as the nced arises, and
a huge stadivm will be constructed.

Not only is the Westwood Hilis campus prac.
tically perfect in itself, hut it is situated amidst
charming surroundings. Bounding the campus on
the east and west sides are fraternity and sorority
rows where all social organizations will eventually
build homes, Already nearly a score of women's
organizations have crected houses and nearly all
of the groups have purchased lots, On the other
side of the campus towards the sea is fraternity
row. Many of the fraternities have constructed
heuses on the row, and many more will be con-
structed in the future. The University of Califor-
nia at Los Angeles is indeed a university with a
future.

Alrplane view of Campus at University of California, Los Angeles
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Be Where We'd Rather . .

STV EAW Chapters of dra-
J"‘ ternitics have had a
more varied and un-
settled  existence for the
past three years than Up-
silon. The spring of 1929
auw us rather reluctantly
saving goodbye to old iz
North  New  Hampshire,
with its memories and as-
sociations that are still dear
ta the hearts of cvery al-
mmnus and uppercelassman,
But things leoked bright--
a few prominent men leav-
ing, to be sure, but a rec-
ord size freshman class to
taulee their place. and then
—Si W year, i new can-
piis. @ new house just in
the offing. Little did any
oi  that Thappy  cavefrec
eroup realize that this was
1o be one of the darkest
veprs in the history of Up-
silon,

The first snag came dur-
g the smumer when our
praposed plan of finance
tell through  completely,
not hecause of any fack of
induztry on the part of any
one councerned, hut because of & reorganization in
the bank that was 1o handle the business. The
mortality rate was exceptionally high, Only a fow
of those expected retarved to school in the fall
The ranks of the upperelassinen especially wer
depleted, The fall semester on the new campus
opened, and with it came the heart-hreaking days
at Sweeney's, a private boarding house in \West
lT.os Angeles.

While we were waiting for worlk to start on
the new house, we thought it would be & good
plan to economize by not renting a place of our
own. Conseyuently four men hoarded =at
thiz private home, the use of which we were en-
titled on Monday evenings for meetings. Lunches
were served hut the place was located four miles
from the campus: guests were of necessity enter-
tained  in upstairs  bedrooms, and loud noises
hrought unending complaintz from the proprietary
famify below, Monday evening would find eight
or ten fellows at dinner and perhaps twelve at
regular meeting, Rushing was impossible—dreams
of the new chapter home were fading swiftly . . .
farther and farther fnto the distance. Oulv those
menr who have experienced  these trying  times
can appreciate them, Finally sheer dismay
wwakened new Hie, It wis like the desperation of
oodrowning man,

Christmas  vacation marked  the awalening.
Tle new year found us in a new house, temporary,
but a house which we had rented, which was ours
alone to use, and which was the first place we
could reatly call a Sigma Pi house since the move
to Westwood, The remainder of the frst semester
wis a period of convalexcence for the chapter.

were

Detween Classes—Royce Hall

. With Sigma Pi!

With the advent of the
second semester the fight
upward had started in
earnest, Rushing was car-
ried ou as of old, and with
good results for mid-se-
mesters. Men got back in-
Lo activities and siowly but
surely the lost pride of the
chapter rteturned and a
“plice in the sun”™ was ours
again,

Spring was  flled  with
action. The annual spring
Formal at the Ubplifter's
Runch started things go.,
Memorial day seevices were
held at the chapter house
with DDr. Allen as  the
speaker, A weel later came
4 successful Mothers” Tea,
also taking place at the
house.  Drother  Janssen
was the spealker and Dro-
ther Dees  furnished  the
music for the affair. Lost
energy  and  enthusias
were  gradually  rvegained.
ATl that was dacking wix
the new house, wind so dur.
ing the  last  wmonth  of
sehool a concentrated
drive was carried on to raise funds,

Through the uutiring efforts of a handful of
alumni, a new plan had been evolved for the
financing and huailding . of the house. The only
thing necessary wus to restore Jost interest ow
the part of former supporters and to get the
meney coming in again. It seemed like an im-
possible task. cspecially inview of former dis-
couragement and failure, but there was no longer
a lot of vaguery, A house was ours for the strugg-
ling, so we strugpled!

During the sunimer our temporary home wis
sobd and we were forced to move. Qur new place
was far more desirable than the old one, but as
fate would have it. it was in a vestricted area,
and school had hardly started in the fall, when
we were again obliged to move. but vot hefore
the great event haed happened:

On October 28th, at J:00 o'clock in the after-
noon, we officially broke the ground for the ercc-
tion of our new house. In the presence of a
hundred or more loyal brothers. their families and
friends. on that cold. bleak., Sunday afternoon,
the ceremony took place. Brother Grow. as Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of the Upsilon
Chapter Building Associiation, presided, A tempo-
rary platform had heen erected for the speakers
and the whole affair was quite impressive. After
a few gpecches by Dr. Allen, Brother Hutehinson,
and the Chapter Sage. Brother Schlicke, the group
adjourned to the chapter house where a tea was
held in honor of the occasion. The cheery warmith
of the house, the friendly atmosphere were quite
welcome on that windy dav and helped to em-
phasize the general feeling of jov which prevailed.

( Continued on Page 21 :
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We Cheer It ..

BY

WALTER D, KEPHART

GRAND

FOURTH COUNSELOR

I'&is difficult to describe a thing so
unique as the career of Upsilon Chapter.
Founded at the Los Angeles State Normal
School early in September, 1919, it hecame
the second Greek letter society on the cam-
pus. The original group have stamped a
character on the organization that still pre-
vails. On October 1st, 1919, a reorganiza-
tion was effected, and Ball and Chain came
into existence. About this time the name
of the school was changed to the Southern
Branch of the University of California, Ball
amd Chain expressed the comradelv desire
of six close friends to organize a fraternal
group.

A clause in the original  constitution
hest explains the purpose and ideals of the
uren: . to provide for the social and
general welfare of its members, and to en-
courage a high standard of scholarship.
character, and morality", All of these things
have been fostered up to the present day.

Rapid growth led the men to petition
Sigma Pi. and at this time the name was
changed to Delta Sigma Cehi. In the lat-
ter part of 1922 at the time of petitioning
the chapter quarters were a bungalow at
630 North New Fampshire,

Vincennes Convocation in December,
1922 accepted the petition. and Upsifon
Chapter came to the university as the first
acacdlemic fraternity of a national organiza-
“tion on February 24th, 1923, Sigma D1 thus
placed two chapters in branches of the
same universty, located in different cities.

Inatallation was held at the West Shell
Cluly House, under the direction of Walter
D, Kephart, Past Sage of Delta, assisted by
Sage John F, Hettrich of ota, and Fourth
Councellor Merritt T. Davidson of lota.
An informal banquet was later held at the
University Club.

HERDMAN WITZEL. Jr.
Sage of Upsilon

In 1923 under the leadership of Sage
Allison a house was occupied at 1012 N,
New HMampshire. A group of Alumni at
Berkeley occupied the third Sigma I House
at the University of California for a short
while. These men were doing special work
for their degrees.

In 1927 the regents created the Uni-
versity of California at T.os Angeles, and
on September 15th, 1929, the University
officially cocupied the new Westwood cam-
pus. The chapter reallzed the urgency of
obtaining a chapter huose. Loyal alumni co-
operated in the purchase of a site and the
completed building hecame a reality on
March Lith, 1931, Jack J. Landon, Upsilon
'25. designed the house.

Upsiton cherishes with pride the rich -
horde of traditions and customs handed
down from year to vear, manv of which
date from the early dayvs of the parent or-
ganization. The strength and memory de-
rivable from such an atmosphere has mould-
ed & unit strong in every detail. In fact
it is the pleasant memory of such customs
that make membership in a fraternity dis-
tinetly worthwhile,

The members of Upsilon have abways
taken an active inerest in the wholesome
campus life, and the chapter portals have
sheltered both men prominent in student
work and athletes of note. The Sages of
Upsilon have been as follows:

Keith G. Parke, 1022-23

Donald Lyons Aflison, 1923

Paul Revere Hutchinson, 1923.24.25
Paul Currier Grow, 1925-26

Wilber F. Blakemore, 1926.27
Robert Henderson. 1927-28

Atlex Gill, 1928-29

Tames Dennv Reed. 16320-30

Cart Paul Schlicke, 1039-31

Herman Witzel, Jr., 1931,
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